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WHAT TO REMEMBER •.•.. Luke 22,61 

"And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. 
And Peter remembered •••• " Luke 22:61 

What would vOU ,1T8 tor a candid pieture ot that 

moment. It would be terribly enll~htenlnp: and 

frighten1np: to have been present. For this was the 

mOl'lent when ev.rythin~ rell top:ether tor Peter. and 

he sa. hi.selt as he .as. a disciple of Jesus Christ 

It is small " onder that he went out and wept. The 

encounter was only passing, but it released months 

or pondering and searching. Fl•• tinR as the en­

counter was, it was the turning point. For Peter 

remembered. 

w. all need so•• st••dylnp: influence, an 1n(luo­

snce produced by remembering the d•• pest things. It 

could be that we are called today to re.ember some 

of the things we haTe ror~otten as the the Lord look! 

upon this tIIornin, 

1. 

stren~thened h~ rememberin~ the ~reat ~ersons and 

the ,.re.t souls we have known. There is a de scrip­

tiT. phrase in the OT which tells at t~. one at the 

preat heroes. The writer says, "The spirit at the 

Lord clothed hi_selt 1n Gideon". And that has be.n 
r" 

true since •• The spirit ot the Lord does com. 11m" 
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every generation clothed in the lives of people who 

juet by being what they are give us vivid revelatlc 

of the mSaninF.jr God in hUman life. 

Who can estimate the influence that has come 

to ue, person to person. thru those whom we have 

known well or even at 8. distance. Think of those 

whose lives ~ave us our elearest understanding of 

what is real and right. Remember those from whom 

we received inspiration and whose lives served as 

a beacon for us. I remember tor example a woman 

whom some ot you know~ who bel ieved in me when I 

did not believe 1n mayselt ••• who accepted me 

when I was about to reject myself. And there are 

others. And you have your own set of me~orles 

ahout the great souls who have entered into your 

life. 

Sometime, then when the spiritual fires on 

the altar of your heart seem to burn low, try re­

membering ahose people who have meant much in mak­

lng your life what it 1s .• and what it can becolT,e 

2. Remember great hours •••• There are some 

great hours to be remembered too. In the .am1liar 

OT story ot Jacob we haves timeless exmple of a 

great hour. Jacob could nver forget the barren 

place called Bethel. This was the great hour of 
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his life. That is where and when we laid down h1s 

head to rest and God ~ave hi~ the vision or the lad­

der reachin~ into heaven. All thru his lite Jacob 

found his mind and heart returning to Bethel. 

One tiae. atter he had married and his t.mily 

had @rown. and he s&w the inroads ot paganism into 

his f •• ily lite, he made a pilgrimage, saying to his 

faaily: "Let us go back to Bethel". 

Iqm sure that it must have looked like a forsakn 

place, especial y to those who did not see itthru the 

eyes or Jacob's experience. But It is clear that 

the melbory of Bethel, and the altar he had erected 

there, .as one ot the ~reat steadying influences in 

the life of Jacob. 

There al"e those who are here who haye had great 

Ilomen ts 1 ike tha t. In themselves. these experiences 

as viewed by others may he insignitiicant. But to 

TOU they .ere / real that allot your lite was touched. 

I don't know wh.t your eaperiencea haye been, but 

I know that all or us haYe had them. Perhaps only a 

mo.ent in ti.e when you were apprehended by beaut,.; 

or mybe a lengthy encounter with God tbru the holy 

spirit. Or perhaps it was when you glimpsed the na­

ture oClove in the action of a friend, or perhaps 

when you discoYered 10..e in expreaaing 1t to aOJl:eone 



else: Or maybe it was when yoU( .. ind was Y 

opened to some new truth; or it ~ight bave been 

when I in a time of great ne.d. you were supported 

and sustained. Tou have had your great hours, 

you will have ~ore of them, pray that you will be 

sensitive to them . 

Trust the authenlc spiritual experienees of 

your lite, for one fleeting moment in the pr.senee 

of Cod ean be so real as to otts.t years ot blind­

nees and denial. Re.e.b.r the great hours. 

3 • • •• R.m.mber aleo the ~reat obligations •••••• 

All of us ou~ht to rer.e~ber some of the ,reat ob­

] ip:ations and debt!" we have. BT the time a person 

reaches his teen years. and certainly by the ti~e 

he becomes an adult. he already 1s a ~reat debtor. 

So~ewhere in the lives of all or us 18 the aeeu.u­

lation of obliFations which care to us fro~ others 

and trom the soeiety and world around us •• as 

well a8 fro. the creator of 11re. We need to have 

an 11rgeney about pay in,; oCf these obligations. Not 

that we can pay the ~iv.rs, but that we can in SOllf 

rreaeure assure that others rece ive the same gifts 

frol' us, 

One ot the myths that so»e live by ls the idea 

ot the selt made .an. There is no such thing. We 



are what we are by virtue of those who have loved 

us, educated us, served us, and led us into a 

knowled~e of the Cod and spiritual values. 

I can s •• that on. or the kinds or conv.rsion 

that ought to com. at the ~lanc. or our Lord is a 

long dela~ed rem.mbering that w. ar. d.btors, each 

of us. 

4. ReMemb.r the hours of failur•••••• 

Not all •••oriee ar. or gr•• t p.rsons, nor are 

th.y of gr.at hours. nor are they not .ven of 

~rsat obli~ations. 

It wasn·t so with Peter. Th••oments described 

in the scripture were ~o••nts of great pain, they 

wsre moment. or d ••p distr.ss and soul ••arching. 

Ind••d. they were .oment. or railur••••• wh.n a 

~an va. brought fac. to face vith his .hortco.in~ •• 

And w. are otten sav.d by r ••••b.rin~ our hours of 

failure and shame. 

The glance of Jesus must have been like the 

breaking or • da. vhen the fllods ca... And re.orl 

.0 overwh.l••d the .ighty and strong Peter •• that 
,.< 

he went out and v.pt. He cri.d vhen h. at l. a .t r. 

realised the d.pth. or hi_ failur., ot his denial. 

L'ttle did h.7 reali••• probably, that his d.nial 

would send Jesus to the cross. Not that it would 
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h.lp.d not to haT. ~~t d.nied hla, but at le.at 

Pet.r could haTe had the aati.raction ot .ayin, 

he tried. But P.t.r wal saTed when h. r ••••b.r.d. 

All the pain and anquiah and the remor.e broke 

thru to hi.. And it .aTed hi•• 

I know. and ,ou know. th.re are .any persons 

who haT. b••n r.s.ored to a second chance and r. ­

d....d to us.fulness by recallins the T.ry thins 

and . ~ p.rienee. which caused th•• pain. 

Man, i.portant and lite - chan«ing thin«s can 

happ.n in a •• rTiee of prai.e and celebration ••• 

tor we know not what the Lord .a7 do with u.. But 

80•• thins, ought to happ.n today. 


So.e ho... ought to eo•• to r.pentane. by rr. ­

.eab.ring. Now th.y b.gan v.ll .nough, in the tirl 

flush ot ecstacy and the .~cite..ntof eo••on 

gaole, and *ith high.at intention. But now there 

••••• to be eo.. thing. that haTe be.n tergotten, 

and the excit.ent and the co..it••nt haT. waned 

and i~_ haye b.en replac.d by de.dly routine and 

Th.re are ...bere ot the church who need to 

r ••••b.r the tirst passion with which they began. 

They n••d to recall the deep intent and purpose 
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which led the. to an initial coaaitaent. There 

are 80•• liT•• which started out with the stmpllclt, 

ot discipl••hip an4 quite without intendins ha.e 

wandered of! to tollow other ~od. the «oda ot 

lust. or pl•••ure, or ot acquistlon. 

What are you soln« to let God cau •• ato happen 

in your lit. today? What •••ory are you going to 

recall under the ••T1ng «lanee ot our Lord. H. 

1. present •• now 1. the ti.. . tor he 1_ eTen 


1n this very mc.ent looklnS upon ua. 


r ••••b.r. 



